Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 15th February, 1979 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/B7 8th February, 1979
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee:
(Messrs T.A.F. Barnes (Chairman);
J.S. Bailey; T.A. Blackledge;
J.M. Croft; E.P. Ecroyd; T.M. Farrer; 
J.H. Fell; W.F. Hobson; R.D. Houghton; 
Wm. McKenna; R.A. Parkin; L.B. Williams; 
Mrs. D. Wilson; Mr. G. Wilson; and the 
Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); 
and the Vice Chairman of the Authority 
(J.A. Foster)(ex officio)).
Dear Member,
A meeting of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee will be held 
at 2.15 p.m. on THURSDAY, 15TH FEBRUARY, 1979, in the BOARD ROOM at 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the following 
business.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Proceedings of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
A. Mersey and Weaver - 17th January, 1979.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:
14. Long Term Objectives for Inland River 
Water Quality (to be considered under 
Item No. 5 of the Agenda).
15. Fisheries Income and Expenditure (to 
be considered under Item No. 6 of the 
Agenda).]
Yours faithfully,
G.W. SHAW
Director of Administration
A G E N D A
B. S o u th  and W est C um berland -  22nd J a n u a ry ,  1979.
[Recom m endations in  th e  fo llo w in g  M in u te s :
18. Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r 
W ater Q u a l i ty  ( to  be c o n s id e r e d  under 
Item  No. 5 o f  th e  A genda).
19. R a v e n g la ss  Salm on G a r th .
20. F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re  ( to  
be c o n s id e re d  u n d er Item  No. 6 o f  th e  
A genda) . ]
C. Eden and D i s t r i c t  -  23 rd  J a n u a r y ,  1979.
[Recom m endations in  th e  fo l lo w in g  M in u te s :
16. Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r  
W ater Q u a l i ty  ( to  be c o n s id e re d  under 
I tem  No. 5 o f  th e  A g e n d a ).
17. F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re  ( to  
be c o n s id e re d  u n d er I te m  No. 6 o f  th e  
A g e n d a ).]
D. Lune, Wyre and F u rn e ss  -  2 4 th  J a n u a r y ,  1979.
[Recom m endations in  th e  fo l lo w in g  M in u te s :
17. M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g .
18. F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re  ( to  
be c o n s id e r e d  u n d e r I tem  No. 6 o f  th e  
A genda).
19. Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r 
W ater Q u a l i ty  ( to  be c o n s id e re d  under 
Item  No. 5 o f  th e  A g en d a ).
20. N et L im i ta t io n  O rder and F is h e r y  Byelaw s -  
R iv e rs  Lune and W yre.
22. R iv e r  Lune -  E n d o rse e s  on D r i f t  N et 
L ic e n c e s . ]
E. S ou th  L a n c a s h ire  -  2 5 th  J a n u a r y ,  1979.
[Recom m endations in  th e  f o l lo w in g  M in u te s :
18. Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r  
W ater Q u a l i ty  ( to  be c o n s id e r e d  under 
Item  No. 5 o f  th e  A g e n d a ).
19. F i s h e r i e s  Incom e and E x p e n d itu re  ( to  
be c o n s id e r e d  u n d er I te m  No. 6 o f  th e  
A genda).
20. F u tu re  F is h in g  P o l ic y  a t  W o rth in g to n  
R e s e r v o i r s . ]
R e s ig n a t io n  o f  Mr. F. B u rg e ss  from  th e  C om m ittee.
Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r  W ater Q u a l i ty .
F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d i tu re .
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7. Redeployment of Honorary Bailiffs - Progress Report.
8. Proposed Change of Title for the South and West Cumberland 
Fisheries Advisory Committee.
9. Charges for Public Angling on Reservoirs.
10. Salmon Propagation in England and Wales.
11. Fish Farm River Wyre - Wyresdale Anglers - Contribution 
to Legal Costs.*
12. Any other business.
NOTES: (1)* The report at Agenda Item No. 11 is 
confidential and has been circulated 
to Members of the Committee only.
(2) Lunch will be served in the Members'
Dining Room at approximately 1.00 p.m.
The Menu for the day is enclosed and 
Members attending for lunch are asked 
to indicate their choice of main course 
to the Assistant on duty near the 
Members' Retiring Room.
P1/A 12 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
17TH JANUARY, 1979
P r e s e n ts  J .  S . B a i le y ,  E s q . , (C hairm an)
T . A. F . B a rn e s , E s q . ,  R. N ew ton, E sq .
D r. A. G. Kennedy Young J .  A. S han ah an , E sq .
11, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
M r. F . E g e r to n , Mr. A, J o n e s  and Mr. G. Mann.
12, MINUTES 0?  THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED!
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on  
2 5 th  O c to b e r  1978 be ap p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
13, APPOINTMENT OF MR, J .  S . BAILEY TO MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
I t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  M r. B a rn e s , th e  C hairm an 
o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  had  a p p o in te d  Mr. J .  S . B a i le y  t o  m em bership o f  th e  
R e g io n a l  C o m m itte e  a s  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  l a t e  M r. P . W. J e n n i n g s .
14, LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY
On 2 1 s t  Ju n e  1978 (M inute  No. 35) th e  C om m ittee c o n s id e re d  th e  fo rm a l 
docum ent i s s u e d  by th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il  e n t i t l e d  "R iv e r  W ater 
Q u a l i ty  th e  N ex t S ta g e  -  Review  o f  D isc h a rg e  C o n sen t C o n d i t io n s " .
P a ra g ra p h  32 o f  th e  Document recommended a c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  w a te r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  re v ie w  p r e s e n t  d i s c h a r g e  c o n s e n t  c o n d i t io n s ,  w hich  
in c lu d e d  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y ,  a  s u g g e s te d  m ethod o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  in la n d  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y  and th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  t o  comment on th e  
o b j e c t i v e s .  S u b s e q u e n tly ,  a  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  "S u g g e s te d  
Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r  W ater Q u a l i ty "  was p r e p a r e d  by 
th e  A u th o r i ty  and had  b een  c i r c u l a t e d  ( i n t e r  a l i a )  t o  members o f  th e  
C om m ittee .
I t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  p a p e r  w h i l s t  n o t  a t te m p t in g  t o  s e t  o u t  a 
tim e  s c a l e  f o r  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  
them  u s in g  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  s u g g e s te d  by th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c i l .  
The a c h ie v e m e n t o f  th e s e  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t i v e s  w ould a c c o rd  w ith  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  p o l i c y  in  th e  lo n g  te rm  f o r  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  -  t o  
r e s t o r e  and p r o t e c t  th e  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  r e g io n .
On t h i s  b a s i s  th e  fo l lo w in g  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t i v e s  w ere s u g g e s te d * -
- 2 -
(i) Existing Class 4 and Class 3 rivers to be improved to at least 
Class 2 where practicable, whilst recognising that some rivers, 
will not attain Class 2 unless the problems of storm sewage 
overflows and currently intractable waste from industry can be 
overcome.
(ii) Existing Class 2 rivers to be improved to Class 1A or IB where 
reasonably practicable.
(iii) Existing Class 2 rivers, where it is not reasonably practicable 
for improvement because of diffuse sources of pollution, 
should be maintained in their present classification.
(iv) Existing Class 1A and IB rivers should be maintained in their 
present classification.
In the ensuing discussion members were assured that implementation of 
the proposals would not require restrictions on public access for 
amenity and recreational purposes on any of the waters concerned; and 
were also informed that one of the main potential uses of a Class 2 
river was as a reasonably good coarse fishery.
The Committee welcomed the consultation paper and supported the 
Authority's long term objectives.
RECOMMENDED«
That in implementing the recommendations of the consultation 
paper there should be a concentration of resources on specific 
watercourses in order to achieve fairly immediate benefits rather 
than a gradual overall improvement.
15. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
At the last meeting of the Committee held on 25th October, 1978, 
a report was submitted on the subject of "Fisheries Income and 
Expenditure" upon which members had been invited to obtain the views 
of their Associations on the alternative proposals for a new scale of 
fishing licence duties.
The Chairman of the Regional Committee reminded members that MAFF had 
suggested further consideration might be given to the proposals 
originally submitted by the Authority on 5th June, 1978, with a view 
to the possible elimination of the main grounds of objection which 
were, the inclusion of non-migratory trout with the salmon and 
migratory trout in one licence, and the reduction in the cost of the 
salmon licence. The formulation of the two alternative proposals set 
out in the report, which had only been arrived at following lengthy 
discussions between himself and the Chairmen of each Local Committee, 
would, it was hoped satisfy most of the objections.
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In the ensuing discussion the Committee were informed that at their 
meeting held on 18th November, 1978, the Mersey and Weaver Anglers 
Consultative Association had rejected outright option 2 (single 
licence for the whole area). They had also rejected the proposal in 
option 1 that the cost of the licence to fish for non-migratory trout, 
freshwater fish and eels should be S3, but would be agreeable to the 
cost of this licence being priced at £2, In their view it would be 
expecting too much of anglers fishing in the Mersey and Weaver Area 
for this licence to be priced at the higher rate of £3 only three 
years after the introduction of licensing in that area.
In reply, Mr. Barnes stressed that it was essential for the Committee 
and all concerned to recognise that for the Authority to fulfill its 
fisheries obligations, existing licence duties must be raised. 
Progress on the fisheries side had already been made but much more 
needed to be done and this could not be accomplished without 
additional licence revenue. The increases now sought could not become 
effective until January 1980, thus in the main revenue would be static 
until that date. He recognised the problems in the Mersey and Weaver 
Area and in consequence both he and the officers would be willing to 
attend any meeting that might be arranged by associations or clubs to 
explain the current situation and new proposals if and when approaches 
were made.
After further full discussion of both options the Committee 
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That option 2 of the report, i.e.
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £3.50
Season Junior £1.75 
(14-16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over,
be approved
(2) That full publicity be given throughout the whole of the 
Authority's area to the programme of fisheries work carried out 
by the Authority,
16, REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee,
Commenting upon item 5 of the report, "Fisheries Management", he 
informed the Committee that due to an outbreak of perch disease in 
Bostock Hall stock pool and various other waters throughout the area, 
he had issued instructions for netting operations and transfers of 
fish to waters within the area to be suspended until further notice.
F1/A1 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
22ND JANUARY, 1979
P r e s e n t :
F . B u n tin g , E s q . ,
E . H. F lem ing  S m ith , E sq . ,
J .  M. Mawson, E s q . ,
S . G. P ay n e , Esq ,
W. F , H obson, E sq . , (Chairm an)
G. B. S edgw ick , E s q . ,
R. J .  W. S la c k , E s q . ,
G. N, F. W in g a te , E s q . , 
E . Young, E s q , ,
15 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f ro m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
Mr. T. A. F . B a rn e s , Mr. A G lead en  and Mr. G. Mann.
16. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t s u b je c t  to  th e  d e l e t i o n  o f  th e  word "Eden" and th e  i n s e r t i o n  
o f  th e  word "Ehen" in  th e  seco n d  l i n e  o f  th e  f i n a l  p a ra g ra p h  o f  
M inu te  No. 9 , th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee 
h e ld  on 1 6 th  O c to b e r , 1978, be a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and 
s ig n e d  by th e  C hairm an ,
17 . OPEN CAST COAL WORKINGS
On 1 6 th  O c to b e r , 1978, (M inute No. 14) th e  C om m ittee r e q u e s te d  t h a t  a 
r e p o r t  be p re p a re d  on th e  p o s s ib l e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  M oresby open  c a s t  
c o a l  w o rk in g s  on th e  f i s h e r i e s  o f  th e  R iv e r s  K eekle and D erw ent,
The C om m ittee w ere a s s u re d  t h a t  th e  w ork , programmed to  s t a r t  in  
O c to b e r 1979, w ould  be c o n f in e d  w i th in  th e  K eek le /E hen  c a tc h m e n t and 
t h e r e f o r e  w ould n o t  a f f e c t  th e  R iv e r  D erw ent sy s te m . However th e  
p ro p o s a l  c o u ld  be th e  s u b je c t  o f  a P u b l ic  I n q u i r y .
W ith th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a p re p a re d  s c h e d u le  and d e s c r i p t i v e  map, th e  
s t a t u s  o f  open  c a s t  c o a l  s i t e s  in  C um bria g e n e r a l l y  was c o n s id e r e d .
W h ils t  th e  A u th o r i ty  d id  n o t  e n v is a g e  lo d g in g  o b je c t io n s  to  any o f  th e  
p r o p o s a l s ,  e a r l y  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w ere c o n s id e r e d  n e c e s s a ry  b e fo r e  th e  
l e t t i n g  o f  c o n t r a c t s .  F i s h e r i e s ,  w a te r  q u a l i t y  and la n d  d ra in a g e  
i n t e r e s t s  w ould be s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o te c te d  and th e  A u th o r i ty  c o n s u l te d  
on th e  p la n n in g  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  R e fe re n c e  was made t o  th e  c o n seq u e n c e s  
o f  th e  f u l l  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  C o n t r o l  o f  P o l lu t i o n  A c t, 1974, 
l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .
A t th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  tim e  a s m a ll  Sub-C om m ittee  w ould be a p p o in te d  to  
c o n s id e r  r e q u ir e m e n ts  f o r  s i t e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and to  m o n ito r  p r o g r e s s  
on th e  M oresby w o rk in g s , a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  L o s tr ig g  s i t e .
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18, LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY
On 26th June, 1978, (Minute No. 45) The Committee considered 
the formal document issued by the National Water Council entitled 
"River Water Quality, the Next Stage - Review of Discharge Consent 
Conditions".
Paragraph 32 of the Document recommended a course of action for water 
authorities to review present discharge consent conditions, which 
included the indent if icat ion of long term objectives for r iver water 
quality, a suggested method of class if ication for inland r iver water 
quality and the opportunity for interested parties to comment on the 
objectives.
Subsequently, a consultation paper entitled "Suggested Long Term 
Objectives for Inland River Water Quality" was prepared by the 
Authority and had been circulated (inter alia) to members of the 
Committee. The paper whilst not attempting to lay down a timescale 
for the implementation of the objectives, clearly defined them, 
employing the class if icat ions recommended by the National Water 
Council.
The achievement of such long term objectives would accord with the 
Authority's policy in the long term for river water quality - to 
restore and protect the river water quality of the region.
On this basis the following long term objectives were suggested:-
(i) Existing Class 4 and Class 3 rivers to be improved to at least 
Class 2 where practicable, whilst recognising that some rivers 
will not attain Class 2 unless the problems of storm sewage 
overflows and currently intractable waste from industry can be 
overcome.
(ii) Existing Class 2 rivers to be improved to Class 1A or IB where 
reasonably practicable,
(iii) Existing Class 2 rivers, where it is not reasonably practicable 
for improvement because of diffuse sources of pollution, 
should be maintained in their present classification.
(iv) Existing Class 1A and IB rivers should be maintained in their 
present classification.
In welcoming the consultation paper as a statement of sound policy the 
Committee expressed concern at the increasing pollution load being 
carried by small feeder streams as a result of modern farming methods 
and in some instances by the decay of rural sewage works.
In particular members were concerned at the wastage of valuable 
spawning grounds in the River Keekle and the continuing pollution of 
Dubwath Beck by sulphide leaking from the recently constructed trunk
road.
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RECOMMENDED:
(1) That a staged programme of spending be devised in order that, 
the Authority's progress towards achievement of the long term 
objectives may be monitored;
(2) That the long term objectives for the River Keekle and 
Dubwath Beck b§ reconsidered with the aim of achieving a higher 
standard.
19, RAVENGLASS SALMON GARTH
The Agents for Muncaster Castle Estates, the owners and licensees of 
the Garth had requested a reduction in the annual licence duty of 
£130, payable in respect of the Garth.
The duty was increased from £65 to £100 with effect from 1st January 
1976 and to the present rate on 1st January 1978.
The Agents request was based on two main grounds; firstly they stated 
that on both occasions they had been unaware of the Authority’s 
intentions to increase the duty, otherwise they would have objected? 
and secondly, the Garth was maintained primarily as a fixed engine of 
unique historical value yielding 3 or 4 salmon only each year, this 
being possible with the co-operation of the netsmen.
The Committee were assured that on both occasions the Authority had 
advertised its intentions to increase the licence duty in accordance 
with the statutory requirements,
RECOMMENDED:
That whilst respecting and recognising the historical value of 
the Garth, in the view of the Committee competent operation 
of such a fixed engine should prove commercially viable and 
therefore there should be no reduction in the existing annual 
licence duty of £130.
20. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
On 16th October 1978, a report was submitted to the Committee on the 
then current position and inviting members to obtain the views of 
their associations on the alternative proposals for a new structure 
and scale of rod and line licence duties, which had been formulated 
following discussions between the Chairman of the Regional Committee 
and the Chairmen of the Local Committees in the light of observations 
received from MAFF on the Authority's original proposals,
RECOMMENDED:
That Option 2 as set out below be submitted to MAFF for approval.
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £3,50
Season Junior £1.75 
(14-16 years inclusive) man 
aged 65 or over and woman aged 
60 or over.
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21. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
It was anticipated that the new Yearl Weir fish counter on the 
River Derwent would be operative by the end of the month, enabling a 
virtually complete count of migratory fish for 1979,
The Committee noted that legal proceedings for fishing offences 
were now coming to Court more quickly than in the past.
The Area Fisheries Officer expressed his satisfaction with the 
performance of the fisheries protection boat. The Committee asked 
that the possibility of housing the boat nearer to the Workington area 
be pursued.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the report be received and approved;
(2) That a report be submitted to the next meeting of the 
Committee on the investigations into the char population of 
Ennerdale Lake,
—OOO"
Prior to the meeting, the Fisheries protection boat was on view 
outside the offices of the Allerdale District Council, at 
"Holmewood", and members took the opportunity of inspecting the
craft.
-oQo-
F1/A5 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JANUARY, 1979
p r e s e n t :  E . P . E c ro y d , E s q . , (Chairm an)
T. A. F . B a rn e s , E s q . ,  A. C. F in d la y ,  E s q . ,
A. S . I .  B e l l ,  E s q . ,  E. H. F lem ing  S m ith , E s q . ,
E. C ave, E s q . , B. I r v i n g ,  E s q . ,
T . C o u s in s , E s q . ,  J .  S . M a rs h a l l ,  E s q . ,
R. K. N ic h o ls o n , E s q . ,
]14. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
D r. I .  J .  F a u lk n e r ,  Mr, G. Mann and M r. Wm.McKenna.
1 $ . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on  1 7 th  
O c to b e r , 1978 , be a p p ro v ed  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by th e  
C hairm an .
16 . LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY .
On 2 7 th  J u n e ,  1978 , (M inute No. 31) The C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  th e  
fo rm a l docum ent i s s u e d  by th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il  e n t i t l e d  "R iv e r  
W ater Q u a l i ty ,  th e  N ex t S ta g e  -  Review  o f  D isc h a rg e  C o n sen t C o n d it io n s "
P a ra g ra p h  32 o f  th e  Document recommended a  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  w a te r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  re v ie w  p r e s e n t  d i s c h a r g e  c o n s e n t  c o n d i t io n s ,  w hich 
in c lu d e d  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t iv e s  f o r  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y ,  a  s u g g e s te d  m ethod o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  in la n d  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y  and th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  t o  comment on th e  
o b j e c t i v e s .
s u b s e q u e n t ly ,  a  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  "S u g g e ste d  Long Term 
O b j e c t i v e s  f o r  I n l a n d  R iv e r  W a te r  Q u a l i t y "  w as p r e p a r e d  by  t h e  
A u th o r i ty  and had  been  c i r c u l a t e d  ( i n t e r  a l i a )  t o  members o f  th e  
C om m ittee . The p a p e r  w h i l s t  n o t  a t t e m p t in g  t o  la y  down a  t im e s c a le  
f o r  t h e  i m p le m e n ta t io n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  th e m , 
e m p lo y in g  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  recom m ended  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W a te r  
C o u n c il .
The a c h ie v e m e n t o f  such  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t i v e s  w ould a c c o rd  w ith  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  p o l i c y  in  th e  lo n g  te rm  f o r  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  -  feq 
r e s t o r e  and p r o t e c t  th e  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  r e g io n .
'■S -
O n . t h i s  b a s i s  th e  fo l lo w in g  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t i v e s  w ere  s u g g e s te d j -
( i ) E x i s t i n g  C la s s  4 and C la s s  3 r i v e r s  t o  be  im proved t o  a t  l e a s t  
C la s s  2 w here p r a c t i c a b l e ,  w h i l s t  r e c o g n is in g  t h a t  some r i v e r s  
w i l l  n o t  a t t a i n  C la s s  2 u n le s s  th e  p ro b lem s o f  s to rm  sewage 
o v e rf lo w s  and c u r r e n t l y  i n t r a c t a b l e  w a s te  from  in d u s t r y  ca n  be 
overcom e.
( i i )  E x i s t i n g  C la s s  2 r i v e r s  t o  be im proved to  C la s s  1A o r  IB w here 
r e a s o n a b ly  p r a c t i c a b l e .
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(iii) Existing Class 2 rivers, where it is not reasonably practicable 
for improvement because of diffuse sources of pollution, 
should be maintained in their present classification,
(iv) Existing Class 1A and IB rivers should be maintained in their 
present classification.
The Committee welcomed the consultation paper and supported the 
Authority's long term objectives. At the same time whilst recognising 
the existing high standard overall of the inland river water qualify 
within the area, it was felt that they had a duty to press for fch^  
improvement of any inland rivers which were classified lower than 1/y 
or IB. In this context it was noted that the long term objective f<?p 
Brunstock Beck was to maintain the beck in the existing Class 2 
condition,
RECOMMENDED;
That consideration be given to Brunstock Beck being upgraded to Class 
1A or IB in the long term.
17. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
On 17th October, 1978, a report was submitted to the Committee on the 
then current position and inviting members to obtain the views of 
their associations on the alternative proposals for a new structure 
and scale of rod and line licence duties, which had been formulated 
following discussions between the Chairman of the Regional Committee 
and the Chairmen of the Local Committees in the light of observations; 
received from MAFF on the Authority's original proposals.
The Committee heard of the coarse fish anglers' concern regarding t;he 
security of their interests within the area and the Regional Fisheries 
Officer referred to the very real service the Authority had developed 
for the coarse fisheries.
RECOMMENDED;
That Option 2 as set out below be submitted to MAFF for approval,,
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £3.50
Season Junior £1.75 
(14-16 years inclusive) man 
aged 65 or over and woman aged 6f> 
or over).
18. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
It was noted that the returns of salmon caught made by rod and line 
anglers for the 1978 season fell well short of the total known to 
have been caught according to the Bailiffs' count of fish actually 
seen. Members were asked to impress upon their association members 
the necessity to make an accurate return, not only as a statutory 
requirement but to provide much needed information for the efficient 
management of the fisheries.
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The Committee were informed that hatchery work was proceeding $8 
normal at Holmwrangle; there being no progress towards the establish­
ment of a new hatchery with the fisheries budget "frozen" at th^ 
present time.
The indications were that U.D.N. was on a continual decline although 
the visible signs of the disease had become evident in some fish on 
their reaching the spawning grounds.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
19. DRAFT NETTING RIGHTS - RIVER EDEN
A report was received on the progress made by the Authority's Estates 
department in establishing the ownerships of the rights on the River 
Eden.
F1/A15
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
LUNE WYRE AND FURNESS
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
24TH JANUARY, 1979
Present!
W. Bailey, Esq,,
R. Barratt, Esq.,
R. A. Challenor, Esq., 
Major N« J. Clarkson Webb
J. M. Croft Esq., (Chairman)
J. H . Fell, Esq.,
R. Harper, Esq.,
A. L. Harris, Esq., 
G. A. Martin, Esq.,
G. Wilson, Esq.,
16. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
.Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. T. A. F.Barnes , Dr. J. V. Dyer and Mr. G. Mann.
17, MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED?
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee belt? on
24th October, 1978, be approved as a correct record and signed by
the Chairman.
In relation to Minute No. 13 (Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on 
Fisheries Activities) the Committee expressed concern at the increase 
of goosanders and merganisers throughout the area as was apparently 
the case from the figures of the count undertaken by the bailiff? 
during the summer of 1978, and
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the fisheries staff undertake a further count of goos­
anders and mergansers throughout the Lune, Wyre and Furness 
area during the summer of 1979 and that the results of the 
count be reported to the Committee.
(2) That in view of the apparent spread of goosanders and 
mergansers throughout the area as ascertained by the 1978 
count, and the concern of the Committee that these birds pose 
a significant danger to fisheries by virtue of their recog­
nised feeding habits? the Regional Fisheries Officer make 
representations to both the RSPB and the DOB with a view to 
these birds being added to those species included in the 
Second Schedule of the Protection of Birds Act 1954/1976, and 
thereby removing their full statutory protection.
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18. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
At the last meeting of the Committee held on 24th October, 1978, a 
report was submitted on the subject of "Fisheries Income and 
Expenditure" upon which members had been invited to obtain the views 
of their Associations on the alternative proposals for a new scale of 
fishing 1icence duties.
The Committee were reminded that MAAF had suggested further consid­
eration might be given to the proposals originally submitted by the 
Authority on 5th June, 1978, with a view to the possible elimination 
of the main grounds of objection which were, the inclusion of 
non-migratory trout with the salmon and migratory trout in one 
licence, and the reduction in the cost of the salmon licence. 
The formulation of the two alternative proposals set out in the 
report, which had only been arrived at following lengthy discussions 
between the Chairman of the Regional Committee and the Chairmen 
of each Local Committee, would, it was hoped satisfy most of the 
objections.
In the ensuing discussion the Committee were informed that at a recent 
meeting, the Northern Anglers Federation had formulated alternative 
proposals which they felt were constructive in that they would produce 
the necessary improved income required. Their suggested figures were 
as follows;-
Salmon and Migratory Trout Whole Area
Single Rod and Line - Season £20
Part Season to May 31 £12
Part Season from June 1 £14
Season Junior
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over)
£10
Part Season Junior to May 31
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over £ 5
Part Season Junior from June 1
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over £ 6
7 day £ 4
N o n -M ig ra to ry  T ro u t
S in g le  Rod and L in e  -  S eason £ 4
S easo n  J u n io r
(14 t o  16 y e a r s  in c lu s iv e )  man ag ed  65 o r  o v e r  
and woman ag ed  60 o r  o v e r .
£ 2
7 Day £ 1
F re s h w a te r  F is h  and  E e ls
S in g le  Rod and  L in e  -  S easo n £ 2
S eason  J u n io r
(14 t o  16 y e a r s  i n c lu s iv e )  man ag ed  65 o r  o v e r
and  woman ag ed  60 o r  o v e r
£ 1
7 day 50p
I t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  o th e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w ere  in  fav o u r  o f  
O p tio n  2 , a l th o u g h  S ta v e le y  A n g le rs  h ad  o p te d  f o r  O p tio n  1.
C oncern  was e x p re s s e d  t h a t  th e  O p tio n  2 p r o p o s a ls  d id  n o t  p ro v id e  f o r  
a  7 day  l i c e n c e .
I t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  f o r  th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  f i s h e r i e s  
o b l i g a t i o n s ,  e x i s t i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  m ust be r e v i s e d .  P ro g re s s  on 
th e  f i s h e r i e s  s id e  had  been  made b u t  much more needed  t o  be  done and 
t h i s  c o u ld  o n ly  be  a c c o m p lish e d  w ith  a d d i t i o n a l  1 ic e n c e  re v e n u e . The 
in c r e a s e s  now s o u g h t c o u ld  n o t  become e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J a n u a ry  1980, 
t h u s  i n  t h e  m a in ,  r e v e n u e  w o u ld  be  s t a t i c  u n t i l  t h a t  d a t e .  No 
g u a ra n te e  c o u ld  be  g iv e n  t h a t  f u r t h e r  in c r e a s e s  m ig h t n o t  become 
n e c e s s a ry  in  e i t h e r  1981 o r  1982 , a lth o u g h  i t  was hoped t h a t  t h i s  
w ould n o t  be  th e  c a s e .  E v e ry th in g  w ould  be d e p e n d en t on how i n f l a t i o n  
a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  c o s t s  p l a c e d  u p o n  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  
f i s h e r i e s  f u n c t io n  v a r i e d  a n n u a l ly .  S h o u ld  ag reem en t f o r  a  s in g l e  
l i c e n c e  be re a c h e d  (O p tio n  2) t h i s  w ould  p ro v id e  th e  A u th o r i ty  w ith  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  am ount o f  a d d i t i o n a l  re v e n u e  f o r  a  s m a ll  in c r e a s e  in  th e  
l i c e n c e  f e e .  A d m in is t r a t io n  c o s t s  w ould  a l s o  be low er th a n  i f  th e r e  
w ere  a  p re p o n d e ra n c e  o f  l i c e n c e s ,  and f u t u r e  in c r e a s e s  s h o u ld  a l s o  be 
m in im a l.
A f te r  f u r t h e r  f u l l  d i s c u s s io n  th e  C om m ittee
RECOMMENDED;
(1) T h a t O p tio n  2 o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  i . e .
S in g le  Rod and  L in e  L ic e n c e  -  S easo n  A d u lt  £ 3 .5 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 1 .7 5  
(14 t o  16 y e a r s  in c lu s iv e )  man 
aged  65 o r  o v e r  and  woman aged  
60 o r  o v e r .
be a p p ro v e d .
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2. That if possible consideration be given to the incorporation 
of a 7 day Rod and Line licence within Option 2.
3, That consideration also be given to allowing a nil duty 
licence for Old Age Pensioners and Juniors aged 10 - 13 
years (inclusive).
19. LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY
On 3rd July, 1978 (Minute No.37) the Committee considered the formal 
‘document issued by the National Water Council entitled "River Water 
Quality the Next Stage - Review of Discharge Consent Conditions."
Paragraph 32 of the Document recommended a course of action for water 
authorities to review present discharge consent conditions, which 
included the identification of long term objectives for river water 
quality, a suggested method of classification for inland river water 
quality and the opportunity for interested parties to comment on the 
objectives. Subsequently, a consultation paper entitled "Suggested 
Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality", was prepared by 
the Authority and had been circulated (inter alia) to members of the 
Committee.
It was explained that the paper whilst not attempting to set out a 
; time scale for the implementation of the objectives, clearly defined 
them using the classifications suggested by the National Water 
Council. The achievement of these long term objectives would accord 
with the Authority's policy in the long term for river water quality - 
to restore and protect the river water quality of the region.
On this basis the following long term objectives were suggested;
(i) Existing Class 4 and Class 3 rivers to be improved to at least 
Class 2 where practicable, whilst recognising that some riverss 
will not attain Class 2 unless the problems of storm sewage 
overflows and currently intractable waste from industry can be 
overcome.
(ii) Existing Class 2 rivers to be improved to Class 1A or IB where 
reasonably practicable.
 (iii) Existing Class 2 rivers where it is not reasonably practicable
for improvement because of diffuse sources of pollution, should be 
maintained in their present classification.
(iv) Existing Class 1A and IB rivers should be maintained in their 
present classification.
Following a full discussion the Committee welcomed the consultation 
paper and supported the Authority's long term objectives.
RECOMMENDED
That in implementing the recommendations of the consultation 
paper, there should be a concentration of resources on specific 
watercourses in order to achieve fairly immediate benefits rather 
than a gradual overall improvement and particular attention 
should be paid to the restoration and protection of river water 
quality in the Rivers Calder, Ribble and the Lune estuary.
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20, NET LIMITATION ORDER AND FISHERY BYELAWS - RIVERS LUNE AND WYRJB
It was reported that the Order and Byelaws had been advertised and 
that the period for objections to be sent to MAAF had expired on 6£h 
November, 1978,
MAAF had received 28 objections to the Order and 29 objections to the 
Byelaws. In many cases, the individual netsman had objected to both 
the Order and the Byelaws. Due to the fact that the number of licen- 
ces proposed to be limited by the Order was less than the number of 
licences which had been issued in the last three years, the Salmon an£ 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 required the Minister to hold a lpc^ ql 
inquiry if he received an objection from any person who had held ? ne^ 
licence for the River Lune in each of the last two years. At present 
23 objectors met this requirement. Although there was no similar 
requirement for the Minister to hold an inquiry into the Byelaws it 
seemed most likely that one would be held in view of the number off 
objections, for of the 29 objections received by MAAF, 27 had been 
lodged by netsmen or prospective netsmen. Their main objection to th§ 
Byelaws was to the extension of the weekly close time, particularly 
the proposal to commence the close time at 6.00 a m. on Fridays in 
certain weeks which related to the highest tides,
The Committee gave particular consideration to the interpretation of 
the words "dependent on fishing for his livelihood", in paragraph 7 of 
the proposed Order and
RECOMMENDED!
(1) That in the event of the Order being confirmed by the
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, the Authority 
in determining preferential applicants for licences to fish 
under the Order interpret the phrase contained in section 
26(4) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, 
"dependent on fishing for his livlihood" to mean that a 
person is so dependent if he derives more than 50% of his 
income from fishing.
(2) That the draft Byelaws be approved subject to Byelaw Nq. 2 
being amended to read as follows:-
Weekly Close Time for Salmon and Trout (other than Rod $nd 
Line) in the Estuary of the River Lune
Until the first day of April 1981 the weekly close time for 
fishing for salmon and trout (other than with rod and line) 
in the estuary of the River Lune shall be the period between 
the hour of nine on Friday evening and the hour of six on 
the following Monday morning except that on the following 
dates the said weekly close time shall be the period between 
the hour of seven on Friday morning and the hour of six pn 
the following Monday morning.
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1979 1980
27th - 30th April 18th - 21st April
25th - 28th May 16th - 19th May
15th - 18th June 13th - 16th June
13th - 16th July 11th - 14th July
10th - 13th August 29th August -
1st September
21. SKERTON FISHERY - RIVER LUNE - BYELAWS
It was reported that the Skerton Fishery Byelaws had been advertised 
and as no objections had been received a formal application for 
confirmation of the Byelaws had been made to MAFF.
22. RIVER LUNE - ENDORSEES ON DRIFT NET LICENCES
Discussion took place on a report compiled by the Regional Fisheries 
Officer, in which the views of the Committee were sought as to whether 
the number of men required to work a drift net on the Lune estuary 
should be revised from two to one, where a powered craft is used j~or 
netting. The netsmen's representative agreed that single manning was 
normal practice even in boats dependent upon sail or oars and that a 
uniform rate should apply to all drift netting craft,
RECOMMENDED
That on all boats, whether powered or otherwise, the number of persons 
required to work a drift net on the estuary of the River Lune be 
revised from two to one,
23. LANCASHIRE CONJUNCTIVE USE SCHEME, ELECTRIC FISH DIVERSION SCREENS
The Committee received a report on the problems in relation to the 
provisions of the Health and Safety at Work Act arising from the 
installation of electric fish diversion screens at the water intakes 
on the River Lune at Halton and the River Wyre at Garstang in connec- 
tion with the Lancashire Conjunctive Use Scheme. Members were 
advised that they would be kept informed of further developments, and 
that, in the meanwhile, arrangements were being made to fit temporary 
fine-mesh screens in the stop-log grooves, until such time as electric 
screens, in an effective form, could be brought into operation while 
complying with the requirements of the Act.
24. MONITORING LEVELS OF RADIOACTIVITY IN MIGRATORY FISH
A report was received concerning monitoring of levels of radioactivity 
in migratory fish by other water authorities. From this it was clear 
that NWWA was alone in carrying out this type of monitoring, although 
Thames Water Authority had done a small ad hoc exercise on sea fish in 
the Thames estuary, which had failed to reveal the presence of any 
nuclear residues.
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25. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Committee elected the Area Fisheries Officers' report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
In response to questions, the Committee were informed that it was 
hoped that the fish counting electrodes on the weir itself at Forge 
Mill Weir would be connected up in mid February 1979,
RESOLVED
That the report be received and approved.
F1/A27 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES" ADVISORY COMMITTEE
25TH JANUARY, 1979
P r e s e n t :  R.D. H oughton , E s q . , (C hairm an)
T .A .F . B a rn e s , E sq . P r o f e s s o r  W.E. Kershaw
D r. R .B . B ro u g h to n  J .P .  L o rd , E sq .
J .  Jo h n s o n , E sq . R.H. W iseman, E sq .
16. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
Mr. T .A . B la c k le d g e , Mr. A .G .R . Brown, Mr. J .  C legg  and Mr. G. Mann.
17. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 
1 8 th  O c to b e r , 1978 , be ap p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
18 . LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY
On 2 8 th  J u n e ,  1978  (M in u te  No. 37) t h e  C o m m itte e  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  docum ent i s s u e d  by th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il  e n t i t l e d  
"R iv e r  W ater Q u a l i t y ,  th e  N ext S ta g e  -  R eview  o f  D isc h a rg e  C onsen t 
C o n d i t io n s " .
P a r a g r a p h  32 o f  t h e  D ocum en t recom m ended  a c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  
w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  re v ie w  p r e s e n t  d i s c h a r g e  c o n s e n t  c o n d i t io n s ,  
w hich in c lu d e d  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t iv e s  f o r  r i v e r  
w a te r  q u a l i t y ,  a s u g g e s te d  m ethod o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  in la n d  r i v e r  
w a te r  q u a l i t y  and th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  to  comment on 
t h e  o b j e c t i v e s .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  a c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  
" S u g g e s te d  Long Term  O b j e c t i v e s  f o r  I n l a n d  R iv e r  W a te r  Q u a l i t y "  
had  b e e n  p r e p a re d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  and had  been  c i r c u l a t e d  ( i n t e r  
a l i a )  t o  members o f  th e  C om m ittee .
I t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  p a p e r  w h i l s t  n o t  a t te m p tin g  to  s e t  o u t  a 
tim e  s c a l e  f o r  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  
them  u s in g  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  s u g g e s te d  by th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il .  
The a c h ie v e m e n t o f  t h e s e  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t iv e s  w ould a c c o rd  w ith  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  p o l i c y  in  th e  lo n g  te rm  f o r  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  -  to  
r e s t o r e  and p r o t e c t  th e  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  r e g io n .
On t h i s  b a s i s  t h e  fo llo w in g  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t i v e s  w e re  s u g g e s t e d :
( i )  E x i s t i n g  C l a s s  4 an d  C l a s s  3 r i v e r s  t o  b e  im p ro v e d  t o  
a t  l e a s t  C la s s  2 w here p r a c t i c a b l e ,  w h i l s t  r e c o g n is in g  t h a t  
some r i v e r s  w i l l  n o t  a t t a i n  C la s s  2 u n le s s  th e  p ro b lem s o f  
s to rm  sew age o v e rf lo w s  and c u r r e n t l y  i n t r a c t a b l e  w a s te  from  
in d u s t r y  can  be overcom e.
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(ii) Existing Class 2 rivers to be improved to Class 1A or IB 
where reasonably practicable.
(iii) Existing Class 2 rivers where it is not reasonably 
practicable for improvement because of diffuse sources of 
pollution, should be maintained in their present classi­
fication.
(iv) Existing Class 1A or IB rivers should be maintained in 
their present classification.
In welcoming the consultation paper as a statement of sound policy, 
the Committee expressed concern at the pollution problems of the River 
Calder and also their reservations on the existing and proposed 
classification of certain minor tributaries, such as the Stock Beck.
RECOMMENDED:
That whilst in agreement in principle with the summary of 
proposals contained in the consultation paper, the Committee have 
reservations in relation to some of the existing and future 
classifications contained therein and request the Authority to 
give priority to improvements in the Calder watershed.
19. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
On 18th October, 1978, a report was submitted to the Committee on 
the subject of "Fisheries Income and Expenditure", upon which members 
had been invited to obtain the views of their Associations on the 
alternative proposals for a new structure and scale of rod and line 
licence duties, which had been formulated following discussions 
between the Chairman of the Regional Committee and the Chairmen of the 
Local Committees in the light of observations received from MAFF on 
the Authority's original proposals.
In the ensuing discussion, the Committee were informed that at a 
recent meeting, the local branch of the National Federation of Anglers 
had formulated alternative proposals which they felt were constructive 
in that they would produce the necessary improved income required. 
Their suggested figures were as follows:-
Salmon Whole Area
Single Rod and Line - Season £16.00
Part Season Adult from June 1 £ 10.00
Season Junior
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over
£ 5.00
Part Season Junior from June 1
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over
£ 3.00
7 day £ 3.00
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
M ig ra to ry  T ro u t  Whole A rea
S in g le  Rod and L in e  -  S eason  £ 5 .0 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 2 .5 0
(14 t o  16 y e a r s  i n c lu s iv e )  man aged  65 o r  o v e r  and  woman 
ag ed  60 o r  o v e r
7 day  £ 1 .0 0
J u n io r s  (10 t o  13 y e a r s  i n c lu s iv e )  n i l
N o n -M ig ra to ry  T ro u t
S in g le  Rod and L in e  -  S eason  £ 2 .0 0
F re sh w a te r  F is h  and E e ls
S in g le  Rod and L in e  -  S eason  £ 2 .0 0
S easo n  J u n io r  £ 1 .5 0
(14 to  16 y e a r s  i n c lu s iv e )  man aged  65 o r  o v e r  and  woman 
aged  60 o r  o v e r
7 day  50p
J u n io r s  (10 t o  13 y e a r s  i n c lu s iv e )  n i l
The l o c a l  b ra n c h  e n v is a g e d  t h a t  a n g le r s  w ish in g  to  f i s h  f o r  c o a r s e  
f i s h  o n ly  w ould p u rc h a s e  a  £2 f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  and e e l s  l i c e n c e  and 
a n g le r s  w is h in g  t o  f i s h  f o r  n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  o n ly  w ould p u rc h a s e  
th e  £2 n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  l i c e n c e .  S h o u ld  an a n g le r  w ish  t o  f i s h  fo r  
f i s h  i n  b o th  c a t e g o r i e s  h e  w o u ld  p u r c h a s e  a £2 l i c e n c e  f o r  e a c h  
c a te g o r y .
I t  was e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  p r o p o s a ls  o f  th e  l o c a l  b ran c h  in  r e s p e c t  
o f  s im i l a r  c h a rg e s  f o r  b o th  th e  c o a r s e  f i s h  and n o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  
l i c e n c e s  w ere  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t io n  25 (6 ) o f  th e  
S a lm o n  an d  F r e s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A c t ,  1 9 7 5 , in a sm u c h  a s  t h e  n o n -  
m ig r a to r y  t r o u t  l i c e n c e  w ould e n a b le  th e  h o ld e r  t o  f i s h  fo r  f r e s h w a te r  
f i s h  and e e l s  w i th o u t  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a f u r t h e r  l i c e n c e .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t O p tio n  1 o f  th e  r e p o r t  a s  s e t  o u t  below  be a p p ro v ed :
Salm on W hole A rea
S in g le  Rod and L in e  L ic e n c e  -  S easo n  A d u lt  £ 1 5 .0 0
P a r t  S easo n  A d u lt  from  Ju n e  1 £ 1 0 .0 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 7 .5 0
(14 to  16 y e a r s  i n c lu s iv e )  
man aged  65 o r  o v e r  and woman 
aged  60 o r  o v e r
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Part Season Junior from June 1 £ 5.00 
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over
7 day £ 2.50
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
Migratory Trout whole Area
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £5.00
Season Junior £2.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over
7 day £1.00
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
Non-Migratory Trout Freshwater Fish and Eels
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £3.00
Season Junior £1.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and woman 
aged 60 or over
7 day 50p
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive) nil
20. FUTURE FISHING POLICY AT WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS
A report was received concerning the future fishing policy to be 
adopted by the Authority in relation to Worthington Reservoir.
RECOMMENDED:
That in the interests of safety, the Authority arrange for 
lifebelts to be placed at strategic points around the Worthington 
Reservoirs, of a type that can readily be detached from its 
supports.
21. WORTHINGTON RESERVOIR - COARSE FISHING
The Committee received a report concerning the relaxation of 
restrictions in relation to loose feeding with maggots and casters at 
Worthington Reservoir.
22. STOCKS RESERVOIR - PUBLIC ACCESS, ANGLING AND 
NATURE CONSERVATION
On 27th November, 1978, the Recreation Sub-Committee considered 
the recommendations made at the last meeting of this Committee (as 
amended at the Regional Committee, (Minute No. 23C(5)), in relation to 
Stocks Reservoir and in turn resolved:
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"That Stocks Reservoir be developed primarily as a trout fishery 
subject to further consultation with other potential recreational 
users."
This resolution had subsequently been approved by the Water Management 
Committee and by the Authority at the meeting held on 18th December,
1978.
RESOLVED:
That Mr. Barnes be complemented on the efforts he had made 
on behalf of the Committee in respect of the development of 
Stocks Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery.
23. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Office presented his report on fisheries activities 
within the area since the last meeting of the Committee including 
detailed accounts of river conditions and fishing, migratory fish 
movements, Langcliffe Hatchery, stocking by Angling Associations and 
by the Authority, fish mortalities, poaching and the appointment of a 
new bailiff for the Ribble estuary.
In response to questions, the Area Fisheries Officer informed the 
Committee that details of both net and rod returns for the past season 
would be incorporated into his April report.
24. TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES
The Officers reiterated that present policy was to grant extensions 
of existing leases for angling on Authority waters for periods of 12 
months only except for special cases where the question of grant aid 
might be involved.
Although the Authority was still in the process of formulating its 
recreational policy, proposals for the renewal of long term angling 
leases were submitted initially to the Authority's Recreation Sub­
committee for their consideration.
In relation to cases where angling waters were put up for private sale 
then the Authority could consider their acquisition, but this would be 
dependent upon many factors including the availability of the 
requisite finance.
F1/A26 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
I5TH FEBRUARY, 1979
RESIGNATION OF MR. F . BURGESS FROM 
THE COMMITTEE
1 . On 22nd J a n u a r y ,  1979 , Mr. F . B u rg e ss  te n d e re d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  from  
b o th  t h i s  C om m ittee and  th e  M ersey and W eaver L o c a l A d v iso ry  C om m ittee 
due t o  o th e r  heavy  com m itm ents. Mr. B u rg e ss  s e rv e d  on b o th  C om m ittees 
a s  th e  nom inee o f  th e  N o rth  W est C o u n c il  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  F e d e ra t io n  o f  
A n g le rs .
2 . T he  C o u n c i l  h a v e  s i n c e  n o m in a te d  M r. J .  J o h n s o n  o f  97 L i v e r p o o l  
Road N o r th , M a g h u ll, M e rs e y s id e , t o  s e rv e  a s  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in  
s u c c e s s io n  to  Mr. B u rg e ss  on th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee and t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
w i l l  be c o n s id e re d  by th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  C om m ittee on 5 th  M arch ,
1979.
3 . I t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  by th e  d a te  o f  th e  m ee tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
C om m ittee , th e  C o u n c il  w i l l  have  made a n o m in a tio n  fo r  Mr. B u r g e s s ' 
s u c c e s s o r  on M ersey  and  W eaver L o c a l C om m ittee , and i f  s o  t h i s  w i l l  be 
r e p o r t e d  v e r b a l ly  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n .
P2/B5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH FEBRUARY, 1979
LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND 
RIVER WATER QUALITY
1. In  A p r i l  1978 th e  N a t io n a l  W ater C o u n c il  p u b l is h e d  a  m ajor p o l ic y  
s ta te m e n t  a f f e c t i n g  th e  m a in te n a n c e  and im provem ent o f  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y  in  o u r  r i v e r s .  T h e re  w ere  two i s s u e s  on w hich th e  C o u n c il 
a s k e d  f o r  a common a p p r o a c h  f ro m  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  f i r s t l y  th e  
a d o p tio n  o f  t h e i r  s u g g e s te d  m ethod o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y ,  and s e c o n d ly  t h a t  o p p o r tu n i ty  s h o u ld  be p ro v id e d  fo r  a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  to  comment on r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  o b j e c t iv e s .
2 . I n  D ecem b er 1 9 7 8 , m em bers r e c e i v e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  on "S u g g e s te d  Long Term O b je c t iv e s  f o r  I n la n d  R iv e r  
W a te r  Q u a l i t y " .  T he p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p a p e r  w as t o  p u t  f o rw a r d  
s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  th e  lo n g  te rm  q u a l i t y  o b j e c t iv e s  f o r  in la n d  r i v e r s ,  
c a n a l s  and m ajo r s tre a m s  in  th e  N o rth  W est and t o  i n v i t e  comment on 
th e s e  p r o p o s a ls  from  a l l  p a r t i e s  h a v in g  an  i n t e r e s t  in  th e s e  m a t te r s  
p r i o r  t o  fo rm a l a d o p tio n  by th e  A u th o r i ty .
3 . The b a s i s  o f  th e s e  s u g g e s te d  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t iv e s  i s  t o  t r y  to  a c h ie v e  
th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  lo n g  term  aim  f o r  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y ,  w hich i s  to  
r e s t o r e  and p r o t e c t  th e  r i v e r  w a te r  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  r e g io n .
4 . The p a p e r  fo rm s th e  b a s i s  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  
and th e  p e r io d  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t in u e  u n t i l  M arch 1979 w ith  a 
view  t o  fo rm a l a d o p tio n  o f  lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t iv e s  f o r  in la n d  r i v e r  w a te r  
q u a l i t y  by th e  A u th o r i ty  in  Ju n e  1979.
5 . T h is  m a t te r  was in c lu d e d  in  th e  Agenda f o r  th e  J a n u a ry  round o f  L o ca l 
C om m ittee m e e t in g s .  The recom m endations  made by th e  C om m ittees a r e  
c o n ta in e d  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  M in u te s , b u t  f o r  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  
members t h e s e  recom m endations a r e  l i s t e d  below :
A, M ersey  and W eaver
"T h a t in  im p lem en tin g  th e  recom m endations o f  th e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
p a p e r  th e r e  sh o u ld  be a c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  on s p e c i f i c  
w a te rc o u r s e s  in  o r d e r  t o  a c h ie v e  f a i r l y  im m ed ia te ly  b e n e f i t s  
r a t h e r  th a n  a g r a d u a l  o v e r a l l  im provem en t."
B. S o u th  and W est C um berland
" (1 )  T h a t a s ta g e d  program me o f  sp e n d in g  be d e v is e d  in  o rd e r  
t h a t  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  p r o g r e s s  to w ard s a c h ie v e m e n t o f  th e  
lo n g  te rm  o b j e c t iv e s  may be m o n ito re d .
- 2~
(2) That the long term objectives  for the River Keekle and 
Dubwath Beck by reconsidered with the aim of achieving a 
higher standard."
C. Eden and District
"That consideration be given to Brunstock Beck being upgraded to 
Class 1A or IB in the long term."
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness
"That in implementing the recommendations of the consultation 
paper, there should be a concentration of resources on specific 
watercourses in order to achieve fairly immediate benefits rather 
than a gradual overall improvement and particular attention 
should be paid to the restoration and protection of river water 
quality  in the Rivers C alder , Ribble and the Lune estuary.
E. South Lancashire
"That w hilst in agreement in p rinciple  with the summary of 
proposals contained in the consultation paper, the Committee have 
reservations in relation to some of the existing  and future 
classifications contained therein and request the Authority to 
give priority to improvements in the Calder watershed."
Members are requested to bring their copy of the consultation paper 
referred to in paragraph 2 of this report to the meeting.
The Committee are requested to formulate their own recommendations 
having in mind those of the Local Committees, for submission to the 
Policy and Resources Committee on 5th March, 1979.
F1/B2 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH FEBRUARY, 1979 
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
1 . To a s s i s t  th e  Com m ittee a copy o f  th e  r e p o r t  s u b m it te d  to  th e  l a s t  
m e e tin g  on 1 3 th  November, 1978 , i s  a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  a s  an  A ppendix and 
th e  recom m endations o f  th e  L o c a l C om m ittees w hich  a p p e a r  in  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  M in u te s  a re  l i s t e d  below :
A. M ersey  and Weaver
" (1 )  T h a t O p tio n  2 o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  i . e .
S in g le  Rod and L in e  L ic e n c e  -  S eason  A d u lt  £ 3 .5 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 1 .7 5  
(1 4 -1 6  y e a r s  i n c l u s i v e )  man 
aged  65 o r  o v e r  and woman aged  
60 o r  o v e r .
be ap p ro v e d .
(2) T h a t f u l l  p u b l i c i t y  be g iv e n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w hole o f  th e
A u t h o r i t y 's  a r e a  to. th e  programme o f  f i s h e r i e s  work c a r r i e d
o u t  by th e  A u th o r i ty " .
B* S o u th  and West. C um berland
"T h a t O p tio n  2 a s  s e t  o u t  below  be s u b m it te d  t o  MAFF f o r  a p p ro v a l
S in g le  Rod and L in e  L ic e n c e  -  S eason  A d u lt  £ 3 .5 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 1 .7 5  
(1 4 -1 6  y e a r s  i n c l u s i v e )  man 
a g e d  65  o r  o v e r  a n d  w om an 
aged  60 o r  o v e r ."
C. Eden and D i s t r i c t
"T h a t O p tio n  2 a s  s e t  o u t  below  be s u b m it te d  t o  MAFF f o r  a p p ro v a l
S in g le  Rod and L in e  L ic e n c e  -  S easo n  A d u lt  £ 3 .5 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 1 .7 5  
(1 4 -1 6  y e a r s  i n c l u s i v e )  man 
a g e d  65  o r  o v e r  a n d  w om an 
aged  60 o r  o v e r ."
D. L une, Wyre and F u rn e ss
" (1 )  T h a t  O p tio n  2 o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  i . e .
S in g le  Rod and L in e  L ic e n c e  -  S easo n  A d u lt £ 3 .5 0
S eason  J u n io r  £ 1 .7 5  
( 1 4 -1 6  y e a r s  i n c l u s i v e )  man 
a g e d  65  o r  o v e r  a n d  wom an 
aged  60 o r  o v e r .
be a p p ro v e d .
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(2) That if possible consideration be given to the incorporation 
of a 7 day Rod and Line Licence within Option 2.
(3) That consideration also be given to allowing a nil duty 
licence for Old Age Pensioners and Juniors aged 10-13 years 
(inclusive).
E. South Lancashire
"That Option 1 of the report as set out below be approved:
Salmon Whole Area
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £15.00
Part Season Adult
from June 1 £10.00
Season Junior £ 7.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
Part Season Junior
from June 1 £ 5.00
(14-16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
7 day £ 2. 50
Junior (10 to 13 years
inclusive) nil
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £ 5.00
Season Junior £ 2.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
7 day £ 1.00
Junior (10 to 13 years
inclusive) nil
Non-Migratory Trout Freshwater Fish and Eels
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £ 3.00
Season Junior £ 1.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
7 day 50p
Junior (10 to 13 years 
inclusive) nil
The C om m ittee a r e  now r e q u e s te d  to  f o rm u la te  t h e i r  own recom m endations 
h a v in g  in  mind th o s e  o f  th e  l o c a l  c o m m itte e s , f o r  su b m iss io n  to  th e  
P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee on 5 th  M arch , 1979. P r o v is io n  s h o u ld  
a l s o  be made fo r  th e  l i c e n c e  d u ty  f o r  e e l  and fy k e  n e t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  
p a ra g ra p h  6 o f  th e  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  o f  1 3 th  Novem ber, 1978.
APPENDIX
F2/A27 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
13TH NOVEMBER, 1978 
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
1. The r e p o r t  fo llo w in g  was s u b m it te d  t o  th e  L o c a l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 
a t  th e  O c to b e r round o f  th e  m e e tin g s  when members w ere i n v i t e d  t o  
o b ta in  th e  v iew s o f  t h e i r  A s s o c ia t io n s  on th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a ls  in  
tim e  f o r  su b m iss io n  t o  th e  n e x t round  o f  L o c a l C om m ittee m e e tin g s  in  
J a n u a ry  1979,
2 . The p r o p o s a ls  f o r  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  in  th e  rod  and l i n e  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  
f i n a l l y  a p p ro v ed  by th e  A u th o r i ty  on 2 0 th  M arch 1978 w ere s u b s e q u e n tly  
a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  P r e s s ,  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  o b j e c t  io n s  b e in g  
2 8 th  A p r i l  1978. A t o t a l  o f  20 o b j e c t io n s  was r e c e iv e d .
3 . The fo rm a l su b m iss io n  t o  th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and 
Food f o r  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  new d u t i e s  and d e a l in g  w ith  th e  o b j e c t io n s  
was made on 5 th  Ju n e  1978,
4 . In  r e s p o n s e  t o  th e  su b m iss io n  MAFF have in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  f e e l  
f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  m igh t be g iv e n  t o  th e  p r o p o s a ls  w i th  a  v iew  t o  
e l i m i n a t i n g ,  i f  p o s s ib l e ,  th e  m ain g ro u n d s  o f  o b j e c t io n  w hich w ere 
p r e d i c t a b l y  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  brown t r o u t  l i c e n c e  w ith  th e  salm on  
and m ig ra to ry  t r o u t ,  and th e  r e d u c t io n  in  c o s t  o f  th e  salm on l i c e n c e .
5 . The C hairm an o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee h a s  d i s ­
c u s s e d  th e  m a t te r  a t  le n g th  w ith  th e  r e s p e c t i v e  Chairm en o f  each  L o c a l 
C om m ittee and th e  o f f i c e r s ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w hich two a l t e r n a t i v e  
p r o p o s a ls  have  been  worked o u t ,  w h ich , in  add i t  io n  t o  p ro d u c in g  an  
im proved incom e, w ould a l s o  s a t i s f y  m ost o f  th e  o b j e c t io n s  r a i s e d  t o  
th e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l s .  I t  m ust be a c c e p te d  however t h a t  i t  i s  h ig h ly  
u n l ik e ly  t h a t  w h a tev er sy s tem  i s  f i n a l l y  a g re e d  upon, t h e r e  w i l l  be no 
o b j e c t io n s  t h e r e t o .  N e v e r th e le s s  th e  C hairm en hope t h a t  one o r  o th e r  
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l s  m ay , a f t e r  f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  p r o v e  
g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p ta b le .
OPTION 1
T h is  o p t  ion  b a s i c a l l y  r e v e r t s  t o  f o r m e r  sy s te m , s e p a r a t in g  salm on 
and m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  and in c lu d in g  non migratory trout w ith  c o a r s e  f i s h  and 
e e l s .  
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ROD AND LINE
Proposed Estimated 
Income per 
annum
Salmon Whole Area
Season
Part Season from June 1 
Season Junior
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over 
Part season Juniors from June 1
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over 
7 day
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive)
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Season 
“ Season Junior
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over 
7 day
Juniors (10 to 13 years inclusive) 
F^reshwater Fish and Eels 
Season
Season Junior
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over 
7 day
Junior (10 to 13 years inclusive)
TOTAL
15.00
1 0 . 00  
7.50
5.00
2.50
nil
5.00
2.50
1 . 00
nil
00
50
0.50
nil
25,650
24,750
4,350
2,300
5,050
nil
29,300
1,175
3,145
nil
156,870
16,695
6,575
nil
275,860
OPTION 2
The Chairmen feel that this option is worth considering as a possible 
first stage towards a national licence, which has been indicated by 
many leading angling bodies as being desirable.
proposed
Duty
Estimated 
Income per 
annum
Single Licence - Season Adult 3.50 266,315
Season Junior 1.75 22,120
(14 to 16 years inclusive) man aged 
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over
TOTAL 288,435
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The implementation o f  t h is  option would mean that for an increase of 
50p on the freshwater fish licence of £3 as proposed in option 1 above, 
a single no migratoy rut licence system could be implemented at £3.50 per licence 
enabling all anglers to fish for all species from salmon to eels in 
the whole of the Authority's area. Such a proposal would obviously 
be supported by game anglers in view of the considerable reduction in 
the salmon licence but it is expected that the reaction of those 
interested in coarse fishing only may well be unfavourable.
The Chairmen appreciate that this proposal is radical and open to 
criticism and in view of the reduction in certain licences and the 
increase in others, the argument may well be raised that one class of 
anglers is subsidising another. Because of the radical nature of this 
particular proposal there does not seem any point in pursuing it 
further unless there is general acceptance by the major angling 
interests.
6 . In addition to the rod and line duties, the Authority's proposals for 
eel and fyke nets were, in the view of MAFF, rather ambiguous and it 
is suggested that the charge should be revised to 50p per net, or £10 
for up to 20 nets plus 50p for each additional net. This is accept­
able to the Regional Fisheries Officer.
7. Because of the time factor involved, it is now clear that the existing 
licence duties which became operative on 1st January, 1978 will have 
to continue for another 12 months and that any new proposals cannot 
now come into operation before 1st January 1980. The Chairmen of all 
the Advisory Committees are therefore anxious that there should be 
full consultations on the two options set out above before any firm 
decision is taken by the Authority.
8. It  is emphasised therefore that the proposals now before the Committee 
are submitted for appropriate consultations to take place and for 
members to obtain reactions from their Associations, etc. It is 
not intended at this meeting that any decision should be taken. 
The matter will be considered again in full at the February 1979 
cycle of meetings when it is hoped all consultations will have been 
completed and the new proposals in whatever form can be submitted 
to the Authority for formal approval and submission to MAFF. In 
the meantime MAFF have been asked to take no further action on the 
proposals at present before them.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH FEBRUARY 1979 
REDEPLOYMENT OF HONORARY BAILIFFS -  PROGRESS REPORT
F1/A10 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1 . A t t h e  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  on  2nd  M ay, 1978 (M in u te  N o. 51) 
c o n s id e r a t io n  was g iv e n  t o  th e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  l i c e n s in g  p r o v i s i o n s .  In  
a d d i t i o n  t o  recom m ending t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  em ploy a  f u r t h e r  
fo u r  w a te r  b a i l i f f s  on a  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s ,  th e  Com m ittee r e q u e s te d  t h a t  
th e  o f f i c e r s  s h o u ld  g iv e  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  t o  any a d d i t i o n a l  s t e p s  
w hich m ig h t be ta k e n  to  im prove e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  l i c e n s in g  p r o v i s ­
io n s ,  and to  th e  red e p lo y m e n t o f  th e  h o n o ra ry  b a i l i f f  f o r c e  so  a s  to  
a s s i s t  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  w ith  th e  c h e c k in g  o f  l i c e n c e s ,  under th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  F i s h e r i e s  I n s p e c to r s .
2 . B ecause  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n  in  e x p e n d i tu r e ,  R iv e r s  D iv is io n  w ere u n a b le  to  
add th e  fo u r  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r t - t i m e  b a i l i f f  p o s t s  to  th e  s t a f f  e s t a b l i ­
shm ent d u r in g  1978. T h is  h as  now been  r e s o lv e d  and th e  a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a f f  w i l l  be em ployed f o r  th e  1979 s e a s o n  to g e th e r  w ith  t h r e e  ad d it^ - 
i o n a l  f u l l - t i m e  b a i l i f f s .  H o w e v er, i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  t h e  A re a  
F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r s  a r e v ie w  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  t h e  
H onorary  B a i l i f f s  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  w ere 
a s  f o l l o w s ; -
3. N o r th e rn  F i s h e r i e s  A rea
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  h e ld  a number o f  l o c a l  m e e tin g s  d u r in g  May, 
1978 t o  e x p la in  t o  H onora ry  B a i l i f f s  w hat w ould be e x p e c te d  o f  them  
u nder th e  r e v i s e d  w ork ing  a r ra n g e m e n ts , and t o  s e e k  t h e i r  c o - o p e r a t io n .
A few men d e c l in e d  to  c o - o p e r a te ,  and t h e i r  w a r ra n ts  w ere w ith d ra w n .
4 . The p r e s e n t  H o n o ra ry  B a i l i f f  s t r e n g th  in  th e  a r e a  i s  38. R e p o r ts  
r e c e iv e d  up to  4 th  D ecem ber, 1978 in d ic a te d  t h a t  o u t  o f  1540 a n g le r s  
whose l i c e n c e s  w ere c h e c k e d , 54 w ere found  n o t  t o  be c a r r y in g  a  v a l i d  
l i c e n c e .  A lm ost a l l  th e s e  r e p o r t s  w ere s u b m it te d  by one p a r t i c u l a r  
H onora ry  B a i l i f f .  I t  seem s l i k e l y  t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  a c e r t a i n  am ount o f  
l i c e n c e  c h e c k in g  work h a s  been  c a r r i e d  o u t .  H ono ra ry  B a i l i f f s  h a v e , w ith  
th e  e x c e p t io n  a b o v e , p ro b a b ly  been  f a i l i n g  t o  su b m it o f fe n c e  r e p o r t s  in  
r e s p e c t  o f  o f f e n c e s  w hich  th e y  have  d e t e c t e d .  S te p s  a r e  b e in g  ta k e n  to  
r e c t i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .
5 . S o u th e rn  F i s h e r i e s  A rea
A l e t t e r  was s e n t  in  Ju n e  to  th e  26 H o n o ra ry  B a i l i f f s  in  th e  a r e a  
e x p la in in g  th e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  r e d e p lo y in g  them , in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  
more e f f e c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  l i c e n c e  c h e c k in g  w ork , and a s k in g  
w h e th e r  th e y  w ere p r e p a r e d  to  c o - o p e r a te .  S ix  H onorary  B a i l i f f s  r e p l i e d  
t h a t  th e y  w ould p r e f e r  to  r e s i g n .  Of th e  re m a in d e r , te n  o f f e r e d  f u l l  
c o - o p e r a t io n ,  w h ile  th e  rem a in in g  te n  e x p la in e d  t h a t ,  by re a s o n  o f  t h e i r  
em ploym ent, th e y  w ere n o t  in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  com m it th e m se lv e s  f u l l y  to  
th e  r e v i s e d  m ethod o f  w o rk in g , b u t  t h a t  th e y  w ished  to  r e t a i n  t h e i r  
w a r r a n t s ,  and w ould  a s s i s t  th e  A u th o r i ty  a s  and  when th e y  w ere a b le  to  
do so .
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E n q u i r ie s  w ere s u b s e q u e n t ly  made th ro u g h  D ual p u rp o se  D iv is io n s  in  an 
e f f o r t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  any o f  t h e i r  em p lo y ees , such  as  R e s e rv o ir  
K e e p e rs , on w a te rs  w here f i s h i n g  took  p la c e  o r  was l i k e l y  to  ta k e  p la c e  
c o u ld  u s e f u l ly  be a p p o in te d  a s  H onorary  B a i l i f f s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  
r e p l i e s  r e c e iv e d  from  W e ste rn , S o u th e rn , P e n n in e  and E a s te r n  D iv is io n s ,  
a f u r t h e r  22 a p p o in tm e n ts  w ere made. T o ta l  H onorary  B a i l i f f  s t r e n g th  
i s  now 42. Of t h e s e ,  11 a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  f i s h e r i e s  I n s p e c to r s  
w ith  l i c e n c e  c h e ck in g  work on a f a i r l y  r e g u la r  b a s i s .  U n f o r tu n a te ly  
se v en  o f  th e s e  men a re  in  th e  R ib b le /W y re  a r e a ,  le a v in g  o n ly  fo u r  to  
a s s i s t  in  th e  fo rm er M ersey and W eaver a re a  w here th e  e x t r a  h e lp  i s  
m ost n eed ed .
E x c lu d in g  in s ta n c e s  w here a v a l i d  l i c e n c e  was p ro d u ce d  su b s e q u e n t to  
th e  i s s u e  o f  a " f a i l i n g  to  p ro d u c e "  t i c k e t ,  o r  w h e re , f o r  one re a s o n  o r  
a n o th e r ,  f u r t h e r  fo llo w -u p  a c t i o n  on an o f fe n c e  r e p o r t  p ro v ed  im pos­
s i b l e ,  a t o t a l  o f  36 o f f e n c e  r e p o r t s  w e re  r e c e i v e d  fro m  H o n o ra ry  
B a i l i f f s  d u r in g  th e  rem a in d e r o f  1978. Tw enty f i v e  o f  th e s e  r e p o r t s  
r e l a t e d  to  c a s e s  w here H onorary  B a i l i f f s  w ere w ork ing  on t h e i r  own, 
w h ile  e le v e n  r e l a t e d  t o  c a s e s  w here th e r e  was P o l ic e  c o - o p e r a t io n .
F1/A22 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH FEBRUARY, 1979
PROPOSED CHANGE OF TITLE FOR THE SOUTH AND WEST 
CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1. At the meeting held on 3rd December, 1973, (Minute No. 44(b) the 
Authority established the present five local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees, one of which was given the title of the 'South and West 
Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee'.
2. Upon reorganisation of local government on 1st April, 1974 , the area 
which that Committee serves became part of the Cumbrian region but the 
name of the Committee was not changed.
3. The fishery interests represented by the Committee comprise those in 
the central and western areas of Cumbria and it is suggested that the 
present title of the South and West Cumberland Committee be changed to
'Central and West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee'.
Fl/Bll NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH FEBRUARY, 1979 
CHARGES FOR PUBLIC ANGLING ON RESERVOIRS
1. At the last meeting of the Committee (Minute No. 31, 13th November, 
1978), it was recommended:
"That from 1st A p r il , 1979 , the charge for a day permit for 
angling on reservoirs managed by the Authority for that purpose 
be:
£2 minimum for trout 
£1 minimum for coarse fish
thereby enabling an increase in these amounts to be charged 
where warranted by the quality of the fishing ."
2. This recommendation was approved by the Water Management Committee 
on 27th November,1978, and confirmed by the Authority on 18th December, 
1978.
F1/B10 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH FEBRUARY, 1979 
SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
1. At the last meeting of the Committee (Minute No. 26, 13th November, 
1978), the following recommendation was made:
“That a firm commitment be made that for a per.iod of five years 
no fish from the Rivers Leven and Crake and their tributaries be 
stripped, no stock from elsewhere be introduced to those rivers, 
other than the 10,000 freeze-branded smolts each year to the 
River Leven, always providing that this proved feasible in the 
light of possible emergencies."
2. This recommendation was approved by the Authority at the meeting 
held on 18th December, 1978.
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
F1/A23 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
15TH FEBRUARY 1979
FISH FARM RIVER WYRE - WYRESDALE 
ANGLERS - CONTRIBUTION TO LEGAL COSTS
1. In November 1978, a letter was received from Wyresdale Anglers 
Association expressing their concern about the operation of a newly 
established and developing private fish farm on the banks of the River 
Wyre, upstream of Cleveley Bridge, near Scorton, in the middle of a 
stretch of some ten miles of river, the bed of which is owned by the 
Association.
2. The Association is particularly concerned about the effect of the 
operation of the fish farm upon their fishery and those of other 
fishery owners downstream. The main areas of concern are the 
abstraction of water from the river and the discharge of waste waters, 
with consequent possible detrimental effects on river water quality 
and fisheries.
3. After taking Counsel's opinion, the Association intends to seek an 
injunction to stop the activities of the fish farmer until such time 
as agreement can be reached to ensure that the Association's interests 
are not affected. The costs of the action could amount to between 
£1,000 and £2,000 and the Association have asked the Authority to 
contribute thereto in the interests of conservation of fisheries.
4. Fish farms which produce fish solely for food (as opposed to stocking) 
are considered to be exempt on agricultural grounds from the normal 
system of abstraction licensing and charges. Consequently the 
Authority has no control over their establishment and operation. 
Discharges from such farms are however regarded as being "trade 
effluents" and are thus subject to control under the Rivers 
(Prevention of Pollution) Act, 1951. In the case of the Wyre fish 
farm, the Authority has issued a consent under the Act which lays down 
conditions for particular chemical parameters and the volume of the 
discharge. Provided that the effluent complies with these conditions, 
river water quality should not be detrimentally affected by the 
discharge. Any breach of the consent could result in a prosecution by 
the Authority. Compliance with the consent conditions does not 
however necessarily reduce the risk of the spread of disease (should 
it occur in the farm) to downstream fisheries because disease usually 
results from bacterial or viral agencies which cannot be effectively 
controlled by means of consent conditions.
5. In addition to water quality matters, the officers have given detailed 
consideration to the likely effects which the abstraction would have 
on the flow of the River Wyre and the fisheries downstream of the 
abstraction point. On the basis of the limited information available, 
it is considered that the 'survival flow' (i.e. the figure below 
which flow should not be reduced by abstraction if survival of fish in 
the length of river is to be assured, other than in the immediate 
short term) should be 40 Ml/d.
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6. Examination of hydrographs and flow duration curves covering the ten 
year period January 1967 to December 1976 indicates that there was 
normally a period in each year during which flow in the river measured 
at Garstang was at, or below 40 Ml/d for an average of fifty days. 
However in 1976, during the prolonged drought, flow was at or below 
this figure for 85 days.
7. Only on comparatively few occasions has the river flow been 
•continuously below 40 Ml/d for any considerable period, because minor 
rises or spates have tended to break up the low flow periods. The 
principal effect of a sustained abstraction for the fish farm of 4 .5  
Ml/d (1 mgd) would be to telescope the periods when the flow was below 
40 Ml/d so that low flow conditions would prevail for longer periods 
continuously, in the stretch of river between the inlet to the farm 
and the outfall, a distance of some 300 metres. The overall effect of 
this would be to reduce the wetted area of the river bed, and thus the 
environment in which fish and invertebrates live, and further to 
impose a measure of stress particularly upon any resident large fish, 
although these effects are difficult to quantify. The abstraction 
is unlikely  to influence the passage of migratory fish  because 
migration tends to occur at much higher river flows, in the order of 
80 Ml/d and upwards.
8. Once the LCUS comes into operation in 1980, water will be transferred 
from the Lune to the Wyre below Abbeystead Reservoir. Under these 
conditions, the effect of abstraction for the fish farm would be 
insignificant. However, at times of natural low river flow in the 
Lune and Wyre, transfer of water will not be taking place (because of 
residual flow requirements at Skerton Weir on the Lune) and 
abstraction of water by the fish farm could significantly deplete the 
flow in the affected length of the River Wyre. In the extreme and 
very infrequent event of prolonged drought, the fish  farm could 
abstract most of the flow of the river, or the effluent from the farm 
could similarly constitute the bulk of the flow for some distance 
downstream of the outfall.
9. The general spread of fish  farming is causing concern to water 
authorities, and the particular problems and limitations of existing 
legislation have been set down by the National Water Council in a 
paper 'Fish Farming and the Water Industry', attached as an Appendix. 
This paper has been submitted to DOE and MAFF. At the same time, the 
National Farmers Union have submitted their own document 'Fish Farming 
- The Need for a Revision of Government Policies for the Industry'. 
The initial response from DOE to the NWC document has been somewhat 
lukewarm and NWC are seeking further information from water 
authorities (NWWA have supplied examples) and advice from members of 
the NWC Fisheries Advisory Committee and from officer groups with a 
view to pursuing the matter.
1 0 .  Section 28(1) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975 places 
a duty upon a water authority to m aintain, improve and develop 
fisheries within its area. If  therefore it can be clearly demon­
strated that the injunction sought by the Association is compatible 
with this duty the Authority is empowered under the Water Act 1973, at 
its d isc retio n , to make a contribution towards the legal costs.
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11. The officers acknowledge that as a result of the operation of the fish 
farm at Scorton, there is the potential for detrimental effects on 
fisheries, but that on the basis of present information, these effects 
are likely to occur very infrequently and to be transient in nature. 
Consequently, and in view of the discussions which are taking place at 
national level, it is recommended that the Authority do not make any 
contribution towards the Association's costs, but that effect of the 
fish farm on the River Wyre be kept under review.
APPENDIX
NATIONAL WATER COUNCIL
Fish Farming and the Water Industry
The Present Situation: An Analysis
Introduction
1 Recent growth in fish farming has been of considerable concern to the water industry. Some fish farms 
use large quantities of  water. The pattern of use has potential harmful, cffccis on the water system. It is 
doubtful whether the present supervision and control of fish farms and the control of their intake and 
discharges is sufficient to deal adequately with the situation.
2 This paper seeks to explore the present situation - the problems actual or foreseen, the law and the controls 
now available - and to suggest the direction which should now be taken - the best use of the present controls 
and legal framework and the need for legislation and administrative action by Government and others.
The Problems 1 m
3 Fish farming has grown rapidly and the growth is continuing. One estimate puts the number of fish farms 
currently at some 4 00 The main business is fishery stocking and the production of trout for the table. The 
problems the activity poses for the water industry are threefold - water abstraction, pollution control and 
disease control,
4 A large fish farm needs a lot of water. There are instances where abstractions of up to 55 Ml /day are 
made. This water must be of good quality and therefore farms are sited on rivers themselves good fishing 
rivers and higher up rather than lower down the catchment. In such locations the volume of abstractions in 
relation to natural flow can itself be undesirable; in one case at least the abstraction is half the flow in the 
upper reaches of a fish spawning stream.
5 But it is the potential pollution which makes the siting of farms on such sensitive stretches o f  rivers and 
streams a special hazard. For fish farming is like other modern intensive farming activity in its intensive 
feeding and in use of chemicals for disease control and growth stimulation. Chemicals, uneaten food and 
fish excretions all may be discharged to the stream, not always at a time when the stream is best able to receive 
them without harm, Discharges may be harmful to the ecology of the stream, to other fish farms 
downstream and even to potable supplies. These intrinsic hazards are I he more menacing because of the wide 
variation in sophistication and good neighbourliness within this new industry.
<5 The spread of fish disease is another hazard. There has been a considerable increase in the movement of 
live fish and adequate control is increasingly difficult particularly with the proliferation in number of fish 
farms.
7 The problems associatd with abstraction and with disease control though they may be heightened in 
intensity are familiar and well understood. The problems of pollution are however less well explored and 
defined; it may take some time for the effects to become apparent and the significance of particular 
pollutants to be established. T)u water industry believes that the risk that there may be harmful effects of a 
permanent kind are too great to allow fish farming to continue with the present level of control (or lack of it) 
until the long term scientific studies required are completed.
The Framework of Control
8 It is important to consider first what controls are available or may be desirable for existing fish farms. 
The growth in number has already been so great that controls applying only to new ventures may not deal 
with the problems adequately. The areas which must be considered are:-(a) information generally (b) control 
of abstraction (c) control of pollution (d) control of disease.
9 There is a simple basic need for information. The rate of increase in fish farming has been such that it is 
not at all dea r  whether even the existence of all fish farms is known to the authorities. Developments may 
well have bypassed both the town and country planning system and the WA consent system for discharges. 
The direct and immediately available means of checking the adequacy of records is by survey difficult though 
this might be. If the problems as a whole were thought to be such as to require a licensing system, that would 
sweep up this information need, Such a system would however require legislation, would be contentious and 
cannot be relied upon.
10 Fish farming Tor the production of food is generally thought to be exempt on agricultural grounds from 
the normal system of abstraction licensing and charging. This is the single most serious defect in the whole 
apparatus of  control for it means that the locus of WAs in the question of the establishment and operation of 
farms at particular places is much diminished. It would seem to require legislation to remove the exemption 
as it applies «o fish farms and this should be done. It will however _take time and may be resisted by 
agricultural interests as eroding their general position. In any event existing farms may have acquired rights 
which cannot be diminished or affected except on payment of compensation unless the public interest can be 
shown to warrant any general abrogation of such rights.
11 The existing powers for pollution control of the WAs are wide enough in scope to includc the significant 
aspects of discharges from fish farms and should be adequate in theory. In practice control o f  pollution by 
fish farms by sampling and testing discharges alone is not likely to be either easy or effective. Part of the 
problem is pollution by traces of chemicals which are difficult to detect and measure even with sophisticatd 
apparatus; another part is the familiar problem of concentrated discharges when tanks and the like are cleared 
out. What is needed is some knowledge of the materials being used on the farm for food or chcmical 
treatment and some assurance that there could be an accepted and observed standard of good practice. 
Voluntary cooperation in inspection of farms in operation and voluntary codes of practice could help, but in 
a very new growth industry with a large number of units run by people with very varied backgrounds and 
skills this is not likely to deal with the worst problems. In the end if voluntary cooperation proves insufficient 
licensing could be the answer.
12 MAFF has the principal powers for the control o f  diseases of  fish and has machinery o f  scientific support 
and field inspection. The law appears to be adequate but so far as is known the mushroom growth of fish 
farming has evoked no corresponding growth in the strength of the machinery for inspection and control, 
to w  levels of inspection can be leading to severe risks because the background to the apparatus for control of 
disease in fish is In any event less well developed and less well established in depth than the corresponding 
situation for control of  disease in animals. For instance there are no provisions which combine requirements 
for destruction of infected stock with compensation. A detailed assessment should be made o f  the adequacy 
of the present control system. WAs are using what powers are available to them to control the introduction of 
fish into their areas but this is clearly not enough.
13 Where new ventures are concerned the real key so far as the water authority is concerned would be the 
ability to use normal controls on abstractions. But this appears not to be available to  them now or in the 
short term and the only other machinery Qf special significance to new development is that o f  planning
control.
J4 Strictly speaking, there is a doubt as to whether fish farming comes within the scope o f  normal planning 
control or whether it comes properly within the agricultural exemptions. The Scottish Development 
Department have however advised Scottish planning authorities that fish farming should be regarded as 
subject to normal planning control and it is clear that the situation in England and Wales would be helped if 
the DoE would d o  otherwise. Subject to this, if planning authorities were also to be recommended not only to 
consult WAs but to treat their advice as having special significance on these particular issues, the planning 
system could help in some degree to improve the situation. The genera! environment, amenity and ecology of 
rivers and streams would be a relevant consideration in planning decisions and therefore applications could be 
turned down, allowed or allowed subject to conditions by reference, inter alia, to the effects of  excessive 
abstraction particularly as those effects appear not to be subject to any other statutory controls,
J5 ft is necessary also to say a word about voluntary controls. Voluntary registration has been floated in the 
past but has come to nothing. The N| U have introduced a Code of Practice which takes account of most 
suggestions made by WA fisheries officers but it has been prepared primarily for their own members who are 
understood to be only a small fraction of those engaged in the business.
Conclusions,: A Broad View
16 There is a reasonable prima facie view that the proliferation of fish farming represents a potential hazard 
to the water system. It is incumbent on the water industry to research this hazard in scientific terms but 
conclusive results from such research are likely to be available only after some considerable time.
17 It is in the public interest therefore that the risk involved should be moderated by a closer control of 
existing and future developments. Immediately there are a few things which should be done.
(i) WAs should seek to develop existing pollution control procedures to the extent that is 
reasonable and practicable.
(ii) DoE should consider the issue of a circular to planning authorities clarifying their locus 
on the same lines as that already issued in Scotland and emphasising the special 
relevance of WA views on applications in respect of fish farms
(iii) MAFF should review the adequacy of their inspection and other machinery in relation 
to control o f fish disease.
18 In the longer term
(i) the exemption of fish farms from the normal abstraction control system should be 
removed,
<ii) any doubts about the status of  fish farms in the planning system should also be 
removed.
19 But these measures only deal with parts of a potential problem which should iff the public interest, and 
for the help and convenience of fish farmers be dealt with as a whole. To deal adequately with the situation 
an overall approach is required which would encourage good practice and give a clear systematic basis on 
which practice and the necessary environmental controls could be the subject o f  a common and joint view. 
Immediately the only option for this would seem to be the promotion of a system of voluntary registration by 
the combined efforts of MAFF, NWC and NFU. If necessary such a system could be given very blurtt 
statutory teeth if MAFF were prepared to invoke Section 29 of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 
which envisages the granting o f  licenses for fish rearing.
20 This approach is one for which the support o f  the public generally and of angling interests could be 
sought by appropriately publicising the views of the industry. This could be a powerful aid to secure the 
general cooperation o f  fish farmers. Only in default of such cooperation should legislation be contemplated. 
But the possibility must always be in mind.
21 As a tailpiece it should be emphasised that the concern of the water industry is for general environmental 
and ecological risks. In principle they are supporters of fish farming as a development subjcct to adequate 
precautions and control. The WAs themselves indeed see it as their duty to provide for some o f  their fish 
stocking requirements by themselves tearing fish intensively.
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